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  ב"י-א"י:ויקרא ב

ָקְרַּבן   :' לֹא ֵתָעֶׂשה ָחֵמץ ִּכי ָכל ְׂשאֹר ְוָכל ְּדַבׁש לֹא ַתְקִטירּו ִמֶּמּנּו ִאֶּׁשה ַלה'הָּכל ַהִּמְנָחה ֲאֶׁשר ַּתְקִריבּו לַ 
  :ְוֶאל ַהִּמְזֵּבַח לֹא ַיֲעלּו ְלֵריַח ִניחֹחַ ' ם ַלה ַּתְקִריבּו אָֹת ֵראִׁשית

 
No meal offering, which you shall bring to the Lord, shall be made with leaven; for you shall 
burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the Lord made by fire.  As for the sacrifice of 
the first fruits, you shall offer them to the Lord; but they shall not be burned on the altar for a 
sweet savor. 
 
 
Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, III:46 (Friedlander translation). 
The idolaters did not offer any other bread but leavened, and chose sweet things for their 
sacrifices, which they seasoned with honey, as is fully described in the books which I 
named before: but salt is not mentioned in any of their sacrifices. Our Law therefore 
forbade us to offer leaven or honey, and commanded us to have salt in every sacrifice: 
"With all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt" (Lev. ii. 13). 
 
 
Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus 1-16, Anchor Bible Series, pp. 188-190 
… Fermentation is equivalent to decay and corruption and for this reason is prohibited on 
the altar.  The objection may be posed: how is it, then, that wine, the quintessence of 
fermentation, is offered up on the altar?  It should be noted that wine libation is not 
burned on the altar… and thus does not violate the prohibition to “turn into smoke” any 
fermented substance. 
 
“Leaven in the dough” is a common rabbinic metaphor for man’s evil propensities (e.g., 
B. Ber. 17a).  The New Testament (sic.) mentions “the leaven of malice and wickedness” 
(1 Cor 5:8) and “the leaven of the Pharisees,” which id “hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1; cf. Mark 
8:15).  This view is shared by the ancients: “Leaven itself comes from corruption and 
corrupts the dough with which it is mixed … and in general, fermentation seems to be a 
kind of putrefaction” (Plutarch, Quaest. Rom. 109).  Plutarch records that the Roman high 
priest (Flamen Dialis) was forbidden even to touch leaven (ibid.).  To be sure, all of the 
above-cited references stem from late antiquity (Christian, rabbinic, and Hellenistic 
sources), but they undoubtedly reflect an older and universal regard of leaven as the arch-
symbol of fermentation, deterioration, and death and, hence, taboo on the altar of blessing 
and life. 
 
Honey. …  The theory that honey was prohibited because of its widespread use in heathen 
worship (e.g., Maim., Guide 3:46) must be rejected because if that were so, the Torah 
would also have prohibited the use of flour, incense, oil and salt – likewise the staples of 
idolatrous cults… as well as blood, the main ingredient in chthonic worship. .. The 
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association of leaven with fermentation, decay, and death remains that most plausible 
cause for the prohibition. 
 
 

  ט"י:ג"שמות כ
  :לֶֹהיָך לֹא ְתַבֵּׁשל ְּגִדי ַּבֲחֵלב ִאּמֹו- אֱ 'ה ָּתִביא ֵּבית ֵראִׁשית ִּבּכּוֵרי ַאְדָמְתךָ 

 
The first of the first fruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God. You 
shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk 

 
 
 
Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, III:48 (Friedlander translation). 
Meat boiled in milk is undoubtedly gross food, and makes overfull; but I think that most 
probably it is also prohibited because it is somehow connected with idolatry, forming 
perhaps part of the service, or being used on some festival of the heathen. I find a support 
for this view in the circumstance that the Law mentions the prohibition twice after the 
commandment given concerning the festivals "Three times in the year all thy males shall 
appear before the Lord God" (Exod. xxiii. 17, and xxxiv. 73), as if to say, "When you 
come before me on your festivals, do not seethe your food in the manner as the heathen 
used to do." This I consider as the best reason for the prohibition: but as far as I have seen 
the books on Sabean rites, nothing is mentioned of this custom. 
 

 
 

  ט"י:ג" שמות כ,ספורנו
אלא , לא תעשה כמו אלה הפעולות להרבות הפירות כמחשבת עובדי עבודה זרה .א תבשל גדי בחלב אמול

  להניח ברכה אל ביתך', וכל תרומת כל וגו, כאמרו וראשית כל בכורי כל, ראשית בכורי אדמתך תביא
  ) ל,יחזקאל מד(
  

“Do not cook a kid goat in it’s mother’s milk” – do not do anything like these activities in 
order to increase the crops, as the idol worshipers believe, but rather – “the first of the 
first fruits of your land you shall bring…” as the verse states: “And the first of all of the 
first fruits, and the donation-offering of all [you shall give to the priests]… to cause a 
blessing to rest in your house (Ezek. 44:30). 


